
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

        
One Day National Webinar 

on 

 The Impact of COVID-19 Pandemic on Rural Students in Higher Education 

Tuesday, 7th July 2020 

 

A One-Day Online National webinar on “The Impact of COVID-19 Pandemic on Rural Students in Higher 

Education” was organized by the Internal Quality Assurance Cell of Jaywanti Haksar Government Post Graduate, 

Lead College, Betul, MP on7th July 2020. 
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The programme was inaugurated by honourable Er Anant Kumar Soni, Pro Chancellor and Chairman, AKS 

University, Satna. Professor ADN Bajpai, former Vice-chancellor, Himachal Pradesh University,Shimla, HP was 

the chairperson of the webinar.  Total 1518 participants from all over India had registered for the webinar. 

The welcome speech was delivered by the Principal of the college, Dr Vijeta Choubey. In her Introductory 

Speech, the convener of the programme, Dr Meenakshi  Choubey  emphasised the need to find the solutions to the 

problems of those rural students whose financial condition had been adversely affected by the pandemic and who 

hadneither the approach nor the means to avail the facility of internet. 

The chief guest of the webinar Er Anant Kumar Soni said that internet accessibility had increased in the remote 

rural areas also. Modern age is going to be the age of internet. Internet has to be used by the students positively. 

Professors are also to be trained in the use of ICT. 

 



 

 

 

 

The  keynote speaker Professor Vijay Parihar, Professor of Economics, Mahatma Gandhi University, Chitrakoot, 

emphasised the need to motivate students to utilise this crucial time in improving their skills. 

The chairperson of the webinar, the international economist Prof. Arun Diwakar Nath Dwivedi said that the 

educationists  believing in teacher- taught tradition are not accepting online  education whole-heartedly. 

 



 

 

COVID-19 is a temporary problem and online education can be a temporary solution to it. It cannot replace 

classroom teaching completely. The meaning of education is not the transfer of knowledge; it is the 

transformation of personality. The villages are facing so many problems due to COVID-19. The students studying 

in higher education should use their skills in making a model for the development of villages. There is a need to 

open small-scale industries in villages. While suggesting numerous ways for improving the social and economic 

status of villages he emphasised upon the participation of rural students in it.  

The queries of the participants were answered after the plenary sessions. A number of participants applauded the 

organising team for successfully conducting the webinar.  

 

The Vote of Thanks was delivered by Dr Meenakshi Choubey. The feedback from the participants was obtained. E-

certificates were emailed to the participants. 
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